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Oar despat:he* from Washington given this

morn In ft arc of a highly important character.

During the whole of yesterday the greatest excite¬

ment prevaile 1, and uia'ty of the mo«t extravigant
rumors were current. A plan, which appeared t)

find favor, had been proponed, to refer thst portion
of the Message of the President discussing the seces¬

sion movement to a committee of one from each of

the different States, to be appointed by the delega¬
tions thereof, who shall have full chwge of the sub¬

ject, and report within thirty days an amendment
to the constitution wl.i h Hall settle all present and
future difficulties. TLL», it was thought, would

give time f u reflection and fiiendly conference. Mr.

Cobb resigned UU position as 'ioc retary of the Trert-

eury on Saturday to t;ike flec'.on Wednesday next.

Thto, it was b jlieved, would be followed by the

rcfiguaticn of the Ccorg'a Senators and Repre¬
sentatives. The South Carol1 a delegation were

all io Washington jtiiterdsy, but had not doter-
untied whetLer th y would take their seats. Dur¬

ing the day ceveral consultations were held be¬
tween Northern nnd x.ithm member*, and con

Borv tive men were of opinion that aomc pl.m
would be adopted to prewnt the diaruption of the

Union. The President's M.-ssage will not be sent

in ui.ti; Tn< lav. It- tor' i» -a.i to I c calm nnd

OonMllaU ry, but firm ar.d Hear.

r ^at. hes fr»m Washington this morning
uill be f uud a »jnoj>«iiof the annual report* 01

tlie department", far a» they have been com

p'eted
T1 C»'if .nit Overland Pony E\p-c«.s. with aJ

vi 1 1 from Kan Francisco to November 21. pasted
"ort Kearny yesterday morning «t fonr o'rlo- li.
All the election returns had not been received, but
it was conceled that Lincoln had carried the State
by 700 to I.r-OO plurality. In Oregon hisj majority
over Breckinridge was 3H, Douglas being lowest
of all. tireat at<xiety e .tated in California for in
telUgence from the Kastern Btate*. Accounts from
l»wer Ctlir«mis state that the btnd of filibusters
who hs.l been committing depredation* there had
been drum out, aud the country was quiet. The
¦tenmer (iolden Age le** Ban Francisco on the 21st
nit., with fit hundred and twenty passengers, anJ
?1,07* ,71J in specie for New York.
On Saturday nigh*, off llarncgat. in the snow

¦torm, the schooner hbsrk, Captain Patterson, from
(itlveston to New York, cam* into colUelon with
the ncho. ner Ship C'aip< nters. Certain Fountain,
loaded wiUt coal, from Delaware to Providence,
which went down Immediately. By the human?
i*nd active ex rtions of Captain Patterson, Captain
Foant*!' *»« crew and his wife were resened and
conveyi I to tbto city; bnt, unfortunately, his child,
two j. »rs oM. was loet. Mrs. Fountain had a

Ttry narrow escape.
Uev. William A. RartJett, of Brroklyn, delivered

An elo<|iit r : rermoa in the Brooklyn Tabernacle
last ever. :.g. He argued strongly ag.i inst the couree
Uken by the abf>ji-.oni>ts, viewing th. m in the light
of violiu rs of th" law, and belonging to the class
of beu gs wl would ra'ber rule In hrll than dwol^
I) heaven, lie expressed himself opposed to those
*',o would break up or do anything tecding to

listrey this great Christian confederacy becanse It
night contain some Imperfections. and allotted to
li<-m the portion of men who would reject the sun

jutd his light because tf ere were a few dark spots
on bis disc and the moon and her sift rays because
ah* showed mm featorrs oo her surface not quite
no bright aa the rest, lie s»ted slavery to be the
dragon or heathenish god of the country at the
present time, from the msnner in which It has been
Introduced into the pulpi". and mixed with Christi¬
anity.

A sermon was preached last evening at Shiloh
churrb. by the Bev. Henry C.srnett. on the nbje:t
of the death of John Brown, yesterday being, aa

they stated, "the Ollvrsirj of his martyrdom."
The service was opened bjr the Bev. Mr. Ambrose
(white), who also offered <p prayer, and the Bev.
Mr. < <>t sUrtine (also white) read the S*th chapter
of Isaiah. The preacher was more than usually
excited in his remarks, at one time canning a slight
attempt at arplanse, wh!~h was repeated, and
several t! rr.ee eliciting Jjcarty tillering. Th? cfcorch
was filled to overflowing.mere than half the con
gregation being white. The Rev. Mr. Prime (co¬
lored) delivered the brnediction. Our report is
unavoidably crowded out.
The regular mot hly meeting of the City Trac

Missionary Poclety w is heM last evening at the
Booth Baptist rburch. In Twenty fifth street. Mr.
A. B. Whltmore presided on Uie occasion. The
miseionaii-s from tlie different wards gave Interest
log accounts of their labora during the month and
the results attending them. The Bev Mr Burling
ham. the pastor of the church, delivered the usual
address and wee listened to by a very attentive
bnt not very nnmerons audience.
The report of Jndge (louid'e sentence on Mulli-

gan will be found is another column.
Tbe lU srd of Aldermen will not meet until

Wednesday evening.
The prosecution against J Robert Fantham for

plrwcy, In his well known connection with the slave
jacht Wanderer, has been discontinued, an 1 .

HoUtf ren. eatrred ii tfcoTTnittti Ststci Owit in j
tl o d. -irict of Savanuali, Ga.
The nail's of cotton on Sulurdit/ embrved ibMt 1 ,200

t«!c», * bich were made chiefly l- spiauors. The mtriil
<u Irrtgatar, and cloned nominal, el prev.au/ ijUoUilioLS
Tbe correctness of the tolegraphic d^npatob announcing »

heavy decltcc In New Orleans was daunted by aoin« psr-
. Splnntrs bring the chief operacri in this market

probably tea led to sustain price* botUr Iban won Id other-
bavo btoc tte cue. Exporter* alao bare, daring tbe
week, taken a fair amount for shipment at about XI. to
0 Ml per lb. freight Floor watt bear;, asd eominsa
and Wihtera grades wcr lower, while sales
were to a moderate < ilent. Wheat waa hoavy
and fell off about two ceuta per buahal. Cora waa heavy
and rather cheaper, while aalea were fair. Pork waa

heavy at $16 T6 for meaa, and at 111 for prima. Hugare
wore comparatively quiet, and aalea conflued to small lota
of Cubaa, with about 000 boiea. OoOee waa dull, with a

tendency to lower rates. Freights were steady, with
lather more offering for shipment. Among the engage¬
ments were flour to Liverpool at 8a 84. a Si. 61. ; orn
atll^d. In bulk, and wheat. In ship's bags, at tSKt.
To London abiul 30.000 bushels of wbeat were taken, la
bulk, at 12\d. a US 4., and 11,000 la ship's bags at 14<L

Tht H«itln| of Congrasa To-Day. Htata of
th« Couniry.I nloa or OUaaloa.

The last session of tbe Thirty sixth Congress
begins to-day. It is constitutionally limited to

Borne ninety days duration, and yet It* proceed¬
ing* for Union or disunion, for good or evil,

j may affect the destinies of the American people
for generations to cotne. All eyrs from every
quarter of tbe confederacy are turned to Wash¬

ington, for the universal impression is that the
Presiden' and Congrets can, if they will, aod
probably will, do something that miy operate
to save the Union, and to restore harmony be
tween the North and the South.
For some days pant the newspaper reporter?

at Washington have been representing Mr Bu¬
chanan as exceedingly perplexed in reference
to the opinion of his annual Mess ipe upon the
question of the right of a sovereign Sttte to the
sovereign right of secession. Bat oar de'
patches of last evening inform uu that the Pre
aidant will be conciliatory but firm; aul we

presume that, after recojsoi/.ing the exiting
peril* of disunion, will appeal to the wisdom

, and patriotism of CoDgTesi to provide a rem#

ily, if possible, for the meoaoing sectional di*
cords and excitement* of tbe day. It was said
that tbe aelay in the preparation of tbe Mes¬
sage was to prevent a rupture of tbe Cabinet,
but it appears that Mr. Cobb has resigned hi?
pl.tce as Secretary of the Treasury.

It is intimated that the President will re

commend a new compromise between the cou-

fllctirg slaveholding and non slaveholding sec

tions of the Ui ion through a rev'sion of the
federal constitution. Upon tbls subject the
constitution iltelf provides, that "the Congress,
whenever two-thirds of both houses shall d«em
it necessary, shall propose amendments to this
constitution, or. on the application of the Le
lilslatures of two thirds of the several Staffs
shall call a convention for propoeicg amend
ments, wb'.b, in either case, shall be valid, to
all intents aud purpores, as part of this consti
tution when ratified by the Legislatures of
ihrce-Jourlhs of the several States, or by con¬

ventions in three-fourths thereof, as the one or

the other mode of ratification may be proposed
by Congress."

litre it will be wen that Congress has no

power to cull n constitutional convention until
application shall have been made for it by two-
thirds of the States; and that Congress can

only propose to the States amendments to the
constitution through a rote of two thirds of
both bouses. Can this rote be secured in this
Coogrees upon propositions to amend the con'

etitution on the subject of slavery that will be
satisfactory to the SotUh? No. What then*
The two bouses may pass resolutions re:o®-

mendirg State action on th-* subject, atd (be »

p»?l of all cbauxiouf NortLern laws aeaiu-'
tb< ig!iive Slave act; th*y may also provide
additi'-aal safpgnnrds to slave property; they
ir. iy rettna tie Missouri coirjromlse line, an 1
extend it to the Pacific Ocean; but the questions
still recur, can these Uings, in this Congress'
be done* Or, if done, will th*y suffije to ar¬
rest a dissolution of the Union "

Assuming that these proceedings, or others
of a conciliatory character, may prevent the
destruction of the confederacy, they can only
be effective from Immediate ac'lon thereon.
The South Carolina State Convention on the
secession Issue meets on the 17 th December,
and as early a# the 1 - it is expected that tbe
proposed ordinance will be pa«eeil declaring
the State an independent Tower to all Intents
and purposes. After tbe passage of this ordi¬
nance, we fear that it will be easier for South
Carolina to draw all tbe other Southern States
to her side than to restore 8 ->utb Carolina to the
Union. The secession of that State, then, be¬
ing the immediate and paramount difficulty.
wh»t Is the course that patriotism would sag
geit to Congress to wsrd off tbi danger?
A litt'e delay, a little »!me from Sou'h Ca-o-

Jina for reflection, is the first necessity. Rir
how Is it to be gainedT We can think of no
better plan to secure this point than tbe ap
polntment of a joint committee of tbe two
houses of Congress, representing every other
State In tbe Union, to repair to Columbia. Soutb
Carol In: for the purpose of a conference with

a committee of said State Convention on the
day of its meeting, and In behalf ot a recogni¬
tion of the Union yet a little longer. This
peace committee Itself might possibly fall; but
the tremrndcus Interests at stake, of all the
people of all the States, are oertalnly worth
this experiment of self preservation. The plan
agreed upon yesterday In Washington was to
stave fff debate in the Bouse on the Preil-
dent's Message and refer it at onoe to a special
Committee of thirty three, one from each Sute.
in order to reach a settlement of the question
before it is too late for the Sonth to reoede.

In the fao- of this great peril of disunion. It
would be here a waste of time to oonsider tbe
probabilities, in this Coogrees, of tbe admission
of Kansas, of the passage of the Ilomeetead bill,
of Paciflc road bills, tariff!) or anything else
In the ordinary routine of legislation. Evea
the regular appropriations fsr the stiad
ing necessities ot the government be
come * secondary issue at a crisis
like this ; and it Is possible that the
session may terminate without the usuil bills
of supplies to carry on the machinery or the
several departments In this event, one of tb*
first demands upon tbe incoming administration
will be an extra session of Congress, ct'llrg for
special elections in most of the Sonthem States,

a proceeding which, however imperatively re¬

quired, would only Increase our existing sec¬
tional embarrasements.
We are In tbe midst of clouds aad d trims**

from which we can discover no encouraging
line of escape. Nor Is the fear of violent per¬
sonal collisions and «cenes of revolution *ry
diecord In our fsderal halls of legislation the
«m*l'est of ont apprehension*. Let na hop*.

at ill events, that all parties, > .'ctiona and f >

tlui s of iU<n belligerent Congress will reassem¬
ble fully impressed wih tba duly and policy of
forbearance and conciliuMon, and, peradven-
?ure, from this overshadowing tree of danger
we m>»y still gather tbe flowers and tbe fruit of
safety and peace, and partake of ttnm again
together, North and South, In union and har¬
mony
The Great luui of tbe Day.How are We

to llleet 111
The solution of tbe great question, park

mount over all others at the present moment.
the perpetuity or dissolution of the confede¬
racy- oommenoes to-day in the federal capi
tal. and one of tbe greatest misfortunes at tbe

present crisis ii tbe paucity of able statesmen
gifted with wisdom and acumen, to meet the
issue with that firmness, moderation and fore¬
sight wbioh it demands; for there would seem

to be not one real statesman in Congress, not
one equal to tbe tack of grappling with this
gigantic difliculty, and mastering it.
Tbe momentous issue now to be met is tba*

of tbe rights of the South and seceseion of the
Southern States.
The constitution guarantees to the S;u'b

tbe right of holding slaves as property, and
confirms its right to remove that property into
other Slates and Territories ; it gives the
South equal rights with the North in th"

public dc main, and promises to protect it in
tbe enjoyment of all these rights under
tbe a'gis ot tbe most solemn compact ever en-

tered into between man bmI man. Tbe domi¬
nant parly of the North, which has ju.it elected

a President, who rectivei' only one third of the
popular rote, dffci^a tb^ee rights, and ignore*
the pledges of tbe constitution. Ten or eleven
of the Northern State? have pigged "Personal
Liberty bil V wt'e'i nullify the Fugitive Slave
law. enact i d in compliance with those guaran
tee# of protection which tbe constitution gives,
and tbey thus effect a practical dissolution ot
.be compact. Under the spirit which dictated
ihete unconstitutional enactmtuUj ov:>r 60,001)
slaves bare from time to lime been
i-educed from ths Southern State*, tho valae
of which L§ upwards of sixty millijns o'
doilf.is. Tbere are now not much less
than 40 000 fugitive slaves in Canada, and
about 2,000 teat tered over the Northern States,
which represent over forty millions of the pro
perty of the South. It is true that many of the
more conce'-vative republicans are in favor of
the repeal of theee laws, fcut the leaders of the
p'irty are opposed to any such conciliatory oom

promise, and tbe only attempt mads to repeal
one of these obnoxious statutes ban just failed
in the Legislature of Vermont So much for
this aggressive spirit antagonistic to the righto
and interest* of the South so far as fugitive
slaves are concerned.
Now. in regard to the rights of the Southern

States to tbe public domain, how stands tbe
question ?

All tbe leading politicians of tbe republican
party. Sev ard, Chase, Trumbull, Sumner, Wil¬
son and Doolittle. in their speeches and letters
and conventions since the election, have
declared emphatically that the success of Mr.
Lincoln i« the great public verdict against any
more extension of slave territory. If it is,
what becomes of the right of the fifteen South¬
ern Rta'es to the public lands upon every acre
of which they have an equal claim with tbe
eighteen Northein States which elected Lincoln?
If their property upon that domain is not to
receive the protection which the constitution
fully and absolutely guarantees to it throagh-
0i t tfce entire territory of tje I'cited States, of
what ov ail is that Instrument at all, and wbn*
t.e. ones ot tbe compact wnich It cocSrciedand

j ratified * A cording to the rr port of tbe Land
; Office, the whole teriitory of the United bififN

ooataios '..".n 000 square milee, of which
- J"<0 0< if c imposed of public land tbe fro-
perty equally ot the whole people, North and
South.or fourteen hundred millions of acres:
being more than two-thirds of the entire geo¬
graphical extent of the country, and almost
three times a* large as the United States were
at the adoption of the constitution. Is the
tlectlon of Mr. Lincoln by oce-tbird of the
voters of the Union to deprive the people of
the South of their right to this magnificent do¬
main. which it virtually would do if it inaugu¬
rates the policy of no moro slave territory *

Thus, wen with the repeal of the "Personal
Liberty bills." the question would not be set¬
tled, because they form only one part of
the ImprrdioR crl>ls. The South requires
n*w guarantees for the protection of
its Interests and the maintenance of Its
Hgbts, and «u y one who supposes that in m «t
conservative leaders would accept ny other
terms for ft contii ua ice ol the Uuim mlicon-
celves their een'im-tit anfl their language. In
alt fhe public me> tings held at the South.
*betb*r by 1'nioumen or secessionists, the svne
policy is declwred In regard to their rights. Mr.
Stff)t,ens. of Georgia, tn his gTeat Union ep«ech.
wh1' h Ir so much praWed throughout the entire
country for its moderation and conservatism.
i>h 1 Goverr.or Stage (En, of Kentucky, whose let
tr r is v-ew» d in the name Huh*, take the ground
absolutely and ttutinc'.ly that the South must
have new guarantees ; that the Personal Liberty
bills must be repealed bj the State Legislature#
cr set a»ldeby Corgres*} that 'he rl^ht of th>
Sou'h iu th« Tt rilt uirs and the pubik dora tin
ron-t b* recrg* or the North and the South
trust separa e. 1 1 is a mistake to suppose tbv
tbeee fentl»n,rr conr»>rvatlve and moderate a«
thi y Bre »re for Union uod" *11 ctrcumsMno**
Tb*-y aie conditional Union meti o-»ly. If the
Personal Liberty bills are rep- ale l, »nd the
rights of the South are recogolr-M and protected
In the Tenl'orle* arid tb* public d >m\in, th-»j
are for I "i ion ; If not, »hsy are fur s* >-«sl >n a>

much fts South U trolin* is. Hither u-w guir
antees must be given or th* North and SoutV
must leparftie, that Is lb* altetm ire an<l I i«
veil to i,Ddfr»taod it Mr Stephana njs s

Gcvercor Mag> (Tin *ajs ao, all the Union r*so

luiot s. speeches and letters em tua'lng from
ibe N uth say so.
With five States already ripe for secession,

and the whole Sovh ut.it--- in fav-ir of « ,<»ra
Hon unless th»> abolition agitation at th* N »tth
is stopped and the righ's of the S>uth gu wan
te.'d. it U Clear that the Ksue must be me' a!
once.
When this countty ww compojed of

Btitish colonies the grle»ioc«-« of the p-*o
pie ctmpelled ft revolution and a separa
t»<>n from Kngland ffl.f-n the thtr;een ori^l
nai Matee undertook to tarry on tb*
goverrmtnt under Articles of Confedera
tioi " the difficulties that surrounded th«m
compelled the adri-ti n of t»ie existing cri,

strt\,tlfn. which was a .-obiproalee of the
enflir ieg in'ereau of the day. Now n»w

(Mflicalties bt»ve arisen, as complicated as those
*bich beset the infancy of the confederacy. and
'he only way to meet them in by a Nations
Convention and a new compromise. Congress
sbou'd ut once recommend to thesereral States
to apply (or a National Convention, so that Con
gr**» may be able to call one together according
to the provision# o( the constitution. Meantime
the two boueee should adopt every available
measure within their province, manifesting a d«-
cire to Leal all U»ese disturbances In a manner

mtlsfactory to the South, and to restore harmony
betveen the two conflicting sections of the
country ; and according to our despatches re

ccived last night from Washington, there ap¬
pears to be a determination to grapple the

question at the threshold and amend the con¬

stitution. There seems to be no other way loft
now to meet the vital issue before us.

DulOLAH AND PlKKCE SAVtNO THK UnIOH. In
these s 'range and eventful times, In whioh no

one ran foresee what a day may bring forth,
ote of the most curious of the startling political
phenomena of the hour is the spectacle of Djug
las and Pierce saving the Union which they
have both done so much to destroy. Douglas
in a speech at Washington on Saturday evening,
dieplayed extraordinary solicitude about the
tale of the Union, and "urged all Union men,
all constitution-loving men. to sink their bick¬
erings and units to save ths country first, and
quarrel, U they pleased, aftft'wards "

Tbls is excellent, coming from the man who
is the father of the repeal of the Missouri com
promise.a measure which has operated
like the opening of Pandora's box. and whose
persistence in continuing a candidate of
the democratic party at Charleston and Bal
timore, in opposition to thj declared wishes ot
the represent* lives of the fifteen 3 jutnem States,
with those of Oregon and California, led to
the breaking up of the Convention and of
the party, which has resulted in the
triumph of Lincoln and the consequent

. peril and danger" to the Union, which Mr.
Douglas Is at last enabled to discover, in com¬
mon *lth llorace Greeley and Tturlow Weed.
To the very last moment Mr. Douglas refused
to enter into any combination with . thi Union
and constitution loving m^n" against the com¬
mon toe, and he would not "sink his bicker¬
ing? or unite to save ths country first and
quarrel afterwards." lie is now wLse almost
too late.
And poor Pierce, in a private letler to a

friend In Washington, which found its way
Into ote of the papers of that city on

tte same day on which Senator Douglas made
his speech to a party of serenaders, waxes

eloqueut upon ' the fearful cri-ia which is now
upon us," and which he says "he foresaw for
years." and "deprecated ths causes which he
knew must produce i*.'' The prime cause

of "the fearful crbis" was the administra¬
tion measure of the repeal of the Missouri
compromise, introduced by Mr Douglas in the
Senate in 18.14, under the auspices of Pierce, to
obtain a renomination, which became a trap for
the South, and wtlch gave birth to the repub¬
lican party and led to all the troubles in Kansas,
by which the republican party were built up
At that time the anti-slavery element was dor¬
mant and the abolitionists were regarded as a

handful of insane fanatics, while the secessionist
and disunion element in all the Southern States
was in a small minority. The compromise
measures of 1850- fettled by the great stat«»sm*n

1 ofthe confederacy, Including Webster and Clay.j had plven peace to tte country. and had put a

I quietus upon the distnrbiOK anti-slavery agltv
tion. Upon the basis ot Uls settlsmsnt. poor
Pierce, because he was toe obscure to be known,
was elected in 1*52 by an overwhelming ma-

I jority over one of our great historic men; b it

Hardly did he become warm in his nest at the
Wb'te House when he became the instrument
in the hands of the fire ea'lng secessionists at
the South in his ambitious efforts to obtain a

renomination, and unsettled that settlement
made in 1850.
The two men. therefore, who are of all

otters most responsible for ths creation and
success of th<* republican party, and tor the dis¬
ruption of the United States which is imminent,
are Douglas and Pieroe, both Northern men. who
.re now maklrg such unavailing efforts at the
pumps after scuttling the bhip.

Eixttio* of BcttOOl Omcsns..Our citizens
should bear la mind that tbey will be called
upon tomorrow to vote for School Commission
ers, Iiifpectors and Tru»te*e, who are to bare
cfcirge of the educational departm- nt of our city
go reruns at for the coming year. really the most
important laureate of our citj. Tae several par¬
ty clique* hare brought out tb*lr candidates.
«orr«* good, some Indifferent. out of which thej
will be called upon to choose. As with the can¬
didates for our municipal legislature, we trust
that our citizen* wUl pay no regied to the un-

nerous attempt* that are being made t> Induce
them to rote for these candidate* upon party
i«Fuet. bnt will carefully scru inlze the several
candidatei. and select from the long list of
namta prevented each as are known to be good
men aud qualified to take charge of this impor¬
tant branch of our government.
The education of the youth In a city like

New York Is a matter that ebould be guarded
wi'b a jmlous eje by tb« voter* and taxpay
ere. It is a question that gies home to every
inhabitant of the metropolis, and is worthy of
their most careful consideration. We trust
that the voters throughout the city, wbea they
go to the polls to- sorrow, will look upon the
subject as It deserves, and select candidates
with as much care as a merchant would inquire
into the qualification and specialities of a con¬
fidential clerk. No person will dl charge his
duty to coming generations without taking
special care Id tit choice of school offlsera.
The Interest of humanity, the prosperity of
our city, depend, more than Is generally sup
pceed. npon the charaoter ot those who control
the educational Interest* of the city. Sue to it
that none bnt good men are selected.

Tbe l'slle4 ewtei Uougrtta. 0»pt flails
feuenvf fc, sv Rto Jsoelro t>n lbs Uu of < nr. .«» »r.

tlw> I'm ted Atatee etraa moop-of «v IVx* jo. C»pt
Welti r, froia (Jiirlqul, fciri**l ki-fe earlf frMerlte
¦orclrf und MCftnml ' (T IIn S»»»l IHn'li *l«i eti"
urttsrgvd Ike euM' marr ss'i'e with Mj« reoetrlot «hp
i*. are) irsal* Tbe B*»i*lfn tu on »> ¦.!.<» t"»e Ob'rtqsl
°a»vijit.( iv mmietl more TV" Brooklyn bM Wb in

tveotf three Mil «i'l p'n>>»t>lf h«
pell tfl bnt Che Mtovre i« . correct I'M of tm>r

. >'«p »|n Wm e W»)ker, rmuntnltef. t.v«i
t. .>*il» Wasfcle|tM Hw»thm»y, A N ¦'ml <i, W H
i,mr», Wm Uitee-ll, R T H \
"j'froa.J** llcOl* Un l 1* pf t F iSI* s*ee;
P«r««r, Ifcos R Looker. Hr»t imiw>o«n' Mi lan, <i R
<lreh«"f anlrtast T ft l>es*h l'»'»e«1 Nt^shl i

<or«. I' 4 RuBoe, J W Kelly , 1 8 Mil S, A R Vt.i»,
WtflXprnee n fv»l Mulf. * R Qtetata'S
|>I». K C r*» rnnsWrl ten. fnrh«« l'*'«er:
first let ««*, Wm Srontt, Atr.md 4m«t*ni
't.r<a*»re, M P .io»it«o. fl H w T\»»«r, j. w Wbiu<er,
rt,.ri li|iwr«, Heerf t»j4*r. J «M1I V T
V*im ft~a'»**la, S X krtMt dusne*, T R WtHem
iM^eviee runlet )<>..« lailvahnr, Tr^acts Bravo .
H<9ton U 'ai-1. Ma IS

MEETING OF CONGRESS.

INTERESTING FROM HIMHVGTOX.

Summry of the Annual Reports froa
the Department*.

THE WORK BEFORE CONGRESS,
*..* *0.. *c

WasiiiKivoa, Dm 2, HOO
Biron or roi sbcutakt or via.

The report of tbe Secretary of War will exhibit a

healthy state of affair* In that important um of oar go
reroroenl. lie opermltool and movement* during the

part jear bave been a eerie* of eiKx* nee* Too various

campaigns egatuat.lbe unfriendly nod hostile Indian* bare

proved, In every itistanoe, entirely *iioce**rul and moe

of tbe warlike tribe* have been brought to subjoiUo*.
Daring leal year greit redaction la Ute expenditure* bare

been made, amounting to several ralllloa* or dollars.

Tbe Secretary will, It I* *tl<l, recommend biceoh-lo»din

gun* for general use in tbe service, also Ibe Important
reoommendatlon of last year of restortEg to tb* War

Department tbe superintendence a-.d octroi of tb" In

dtana. Expeilenco >bow* th»t the Interior Department
ought not to have anything to do w 1th tbe Indian*.

KEPORT Or TUB SRCRETAitT Or TDK NAVT.

The Secretary of the Navy'* report will be exceedingly
Interesting. lie will undoubtedly report lUe room

mendaline* of the Board who recently reported to him

upoc Ibe subject of the construction of tailing vcssals

lr.to war steamers, and also for a further Increase of

steamships of war. It ia cbvlon* that tbe present naval

foree I* Inadequate to protect Amerloan cltUons and

advaooe our oommerctal Interest* In various quarter* of

the world Tfco appropriation* required for thli depart
ir ent will not exoeed cloven millions of doUars

RjtroBT or tue figatarARr or thk intkriob.

The report of the Secretary of the Interior, which

covers an extensive Quid, larger la ftct than any other

three departments of the government having un ler Its

jurisdiction the Get eral land Oftoe. Tr>a Indian, Patent,
Pension and Census Bureaus, will be very interesting, anl
exhibit a flourishing oondltlou or affair* In all its lami
cation*.

The C< nana tRlce b*a now a clerical force or oce hun¬

dred and twenty seven, all of wbom are actively employ
ed In their respective duties. The expi me of the eighth
retsua will exceed that of tbe seventh considerably,
owing to the augmentation of population and tbe varloo*

Iranelosof Industry.
The {Superintendent Is of opinion that be will be eea

bled, during the approaching session of Congress, not

orly to re|>ort the apportionment In the Thirty -eighth
Congress, bat to present to that bdythe population of

tl'c several ?la'.ee and Territories, claatiOed by saa aad

condition, and to report tha varlou* product* of africdl-
ture and the aggregate of manufacture*.

It baa I'oon suggetted to Secretary Tbomp«-.n by several

Senator* to urgs upon Congress tho establishment of a

statistical bnrcan. Corgreas and, lo fact, the g >vern-

ai'.'ut, arc witheut ajy general reliable acurce or ajcer-

taliiireot cf oar Internal trade and tho annual prodactloa*
of sgrloalture, manufactures, A.c.

Till POmiASTtK OK.VERAL'd rkport.
Tbe report of the I'eatmastor General pruteuu no new

feature ol Interest. 8. tee Poetmaater Holt ha* had charge
of that department he has rade many change* and re

duoed It* expenses aaveral million dot". rs

Tbe report of tbe Secetsry of tbe Tr -aciry U not yet
completed

THE W- RK LitFORK COKORE88.

The Bccefs.on Movement.The Remit of the Presi¬
dential Election.Iht Tariff- Pacific Bail-
road.The Acquisition of Cul»a- Admiseion
of Kantaa.Organization of New Ter¬
ritories.Polygamy in Utah-The
Pranking Privilege.The Mile¬
age of Memberi.The In¬
vestigating Committeee,

ku, **** **.

The second eeeekm C* Us Thirty sixth CCc greet of i*»e
I'nltod wt opec.s '-n the Capitol s' Washington
si noon to day, (be 31 or IXx^rrber, will probably talre
rank In history ai tbe most t»p>rtant ud eaeltlag
eeeelcn tba* has yet been fceld. Tbers are

buLiinc*. indeed, that It will also be ue last. WheUer
11 bo so f root wUl depend spon Ue counsels that mr
prevail there, apoa Us modtrelloa with whl:h 11 1 pel
pie North and Bouth will act la Ue preeont alarming en
sis, and upon tbo e<":rsa nblch tbe eaeenllre irn of tbi
rovenament «iy ptme In caaa'ng the constitution aal
lave or Ue United mates to bo faithfully obrerred and
obrTad throughout tbe entire lesgtb and breadth of the
repawn

vn* *wriMroK wimnr,
Tbe first session of this Congrtes was characterized by

snenes of tarbnlsnce and eioiteuwal sooh as bad neror
before taken place In Ue ieglslatlre tills oT the nation.
Tbe House or RfpreseeU'.irre was d!»t led lato t so noe-
tUe camps, Ue object of Uslr struggle belrg » n S;>mk.se-
ship For mors has two months Ue business of the
country was entirely neglected and eacri Hoed, tbs toll-
licians being only Intent on the sbcttoa of their reapecure
cnudldatea Tble etrcrgio ended k the eettleg sens or
tbe reepictlre nominees or Us sarloas parties, aid la tbs
iiontk-n of Mr. Ppeaker Pena'ngtoa; bat i-e lil fee! igs
which It nrossed and InOemed died not with Ue
rstUement of Ue qmstloa. They coatlaued to
Increase la latcaslty and to spread frosa tbs balis
of Oorgrees all Urongh Ue ae'lon at large, ostll
now, by tbe electloa of a sectional candidate to tbe Pre
sldeney, tbe North and Sooth On 1 themselves arrayed In
an att luee of deadly boettllly towards each other *r«ne
or Ue S-wlbern Mates, f-tre*nost aaiorg which Stan Is
*>nth Caro'lns, are taking measure* fr>r the avowed per-
poae of d'ssolriog tbeir exertion with Ue confederacy,
and of thus breaking up the entire fabric of govern m«et;
fbr It la wiu three xia'ee aa with Ue baaveniy bodtea in

the Irnanest .
lr% bat ens planet fr >oi lie orb be barlod,
I'lanrta tad sens rush lawlees tbr.mge t*te world

U one State or ormssnetty, or wisnMpality , he allowed
to proela'ja and trait tain its political independence o' tbe

t'nloe at Stales, wbeUer tt be Hoatb Oaroll-a or t>«<s
ware, or Ue city c.f Charleston or New Tork, tbe link is
broken la Ue rbaln, and Uure Is so loafer any bwd tj
bold together Ue ree . The governmental odtftoe. emi
ed wlU soch skill, wladoa and br«rery, enM laeyi
ately tumble U> pteoee aad anarchs niea supreme
Bow la ibla to be pravreUi * Thai Is Ue Aral qeeetioa

on which the > at fre»» of the aetton will be ealled yon
toil's It w be prreaafc t in tbe I'reetdeni s nan -

Wf* sags !t is ondsrst>«d that Mr R taw, arhlle r«

temmeadieg rotciltattin, will aeoii lat'og any dec de4
stand agslrst Ue right of scersloa !!¦. b«!levee,h w-

erer. with Mr Madiew. that the Oee.naUm b.%* b ->n

acerptnd by all Ue States " forever," *nj .. wttbnl
ooti iiitoa," aid w.U ts»aerai J* ssxT'hn Uereoaa be
no am »ie i csrept aa anaed vc«e»ioo, aad tit!
"armed ser«*ai->n is treason " w! eh wist be |>et down
Sy the esmutire power of tae a vtioa . Puree of
bis Cabinet adTiters. Messrs OObb, Pinyd sod fb<MB»
rrn.are r« porWd to i atrrtnin emwe e em^ewbat

ir»a> tboea ol the Preald»at, ir a.M ua Ue eose..tul«iae!
qufrtloa of tbe right of s««s»'oo, at i»«st s^* tbs wit

-to*: aci e*|wdt**ey of rsoortlrg It two* t^ prerect a

-tale rirsolriag 'la wenee'toa with ta« l'il>e Tne
.nailer, howeeer, WIH t tee from s1*« ietrati.aH Sogit
tailve eouusela. Core «*s will thus be mate Ue s ipeamo
tribei al for denld'eg boU tssatUna.fiat ofU aMtraot

right «r atoeaataa aad tn»t of Ue esp<»d tecy or
.¦ttrcidm recussel Pt«tes laio ubmrrkMm of thalr

f tietal abl'ga'tooa Aad altt<rtgh I i« a lonien

aiia tart that <e here aew no statrsr-^a la our

. alios a! er daft'*, that «or it aw o of pa i«n polities
las pTwiK-d only wa»!W ai.l «. .aU, aari awrea of j
euwanes tu' 'Hs aiag-'t- :» J lh-« imc« * ^a-itar.

balance tbe 111 tllactu*! litU»n«JSS oriv lil.TS, Ml th«
e; «r» of the oivUind «r rid wtll be directed to tbe federal
Capitol, Itileully watching UM progress of U>« (frcal M»se
In wb rb I, e eslsWuoe of the repu* lie li at e-:«ie Ws
Jo tope iL*t lUt ti.eo wLo havu been henored w!tb mil Is
the Senate at J House of Rspresent it re* will rJ( tor ths
occasion above the lewd of their ordlrtry mcannec*. win

r o*l tie Ut awful responsibility devolving upon taem,
and will, without refereuoe to dtateor party Una*, render
such a verdict aa wHl dls|>ei ths darkeb.jig cloud* ul
rt*lore confidence Is the perpetuity or Uie Union.

It la not unlikely that the d.bate on thta question will
extend from Ibo .peulcg of tht> b"alon over th > Christmas
holiday*, unless, lndeod, aome definite movement oo
the part of dUcojteuted States may rouder an earlier He
tentitr.tloL absolutely necessary. It Is quit* dear, how¬
ever, Uist, until thla question be dUpoccd of and aat at
rest finally, thire w'.U be no chance of the ordinary boat
o< m of legislation being attended to.

DBCLABJtTlON OF TBI RESULT OF TBK PIKUftfltL
BLECT1UH.

Before parting t'rom this aubject It Bight bo proper at
this point to refer to the formality prescribed by the
constitution of having the Tote* of the elector* of the
several State* for President aad Vtoe President oointed
by a J >lnt convent on of the two boosts, partloolarly a* It
I* said that an objection 1* to be ralaid on aeoouut of u>me
informality In regard to the electoral rote of Georgia.
In that Slate Presidential elector* mutt have majorities of
the whole vote cast, whereas la other State* * mple plu¬
ral Ilie* are *ufll;lenl. With Douglas, Brec'tiundg* aad
Bell tickets voted for, It *o happened thai noue of them
rcoulved a majority. The glate law provides that la IM
event < f suoh a contingency the Legislates ahall pre¬
scribe tbe meds of proceeding. That mode may be by
appointment. But then, by a law of Coogrea* of 1SU it to
provided that all the States ahall vot* for eteotors oa the
Fame day. Tbe phraae "vcte for" Is equivalent, In the
sense In which It is ustd, to the word "choose " The
mi.*olug la that elector* shall be chosen In ell tha States
rr> the Mine day. If It wore not so, some one or near*
Slates inlgbt hold back, and having ascertained ho# all
(be others bad gone, consulate tbemselve* the arbiter* or
the question. Ibe constitution Itself requires that ths
day i n which olectors stall (rive their votes thill be tbe
same throughout tto Colted State*. That day 1* fixed
for the first Wedrtsdsy In December. If the oleotoral
vwte cf the Mate be not given on the day presonbed, it
cannot be gieen at all. Ibu* Georgia would hare uo
voice whatever in the elcotlon. lo bo euro the fault
vrould be her owu, aid besides, her vol* would have oo

« fleet on the issue But tbon the circumstance rosy bs
seized hold of for tt>e purpose of producing adiilijuity
in the convection of tbe two bouses. Four years
.go * somewhat analogous circumstance occurred.
tVncn tho votes of the aeveral States wero opeo«-l
aad read In the joint convention of tbe tw>
bouses, on tho second Wodactday In February.the day
llxed by tbe act of 1792. It a^peare! that tbe electoral
vote or Wisconsin was not gives on the 3l,bstontus

4 h of December. Senator Mason, thj presiding offlaer of
the convention, unheeding tho informality, oountod in

tbe vote or Wisconsin and announced the result Tbl.i
gave rise to several very delloate and dull suit question*
which were not then, and have not since been, settled
Tbe runctUns of the eloctors cea**<!, It was b*id, on tt>e
31 of Deoember, and any other five men bad a* go}d a

rlgbt a* they bad, on tbe morning of the 4th, to cast t'ae
vote ol Wisconsin. How wai tbe legality of thMr act.on
to be decldcti? 8enator Maaou, aa tbe presiding oOoer,
held hat his simple duty was tc count ths votes and
announce the result; but then that very thing plaeed all
Uie power of axeptlug or rejecting in his hae-Js aau la
his alone Ho would not entertain any motion on tie

part of a Seoator or rcomber In reference to tha question,
0 jr would be entertain an appeal from his decUun,. I«

vain led'f.Lant Senators and mett'u«rs represented thedao-
ger ofsujb a prec»deBt; In vain diJ Senators Toombs and
Douglas, and Butler and Crittenden, protest against ths
vote of Wisconsin belcg oountel under such circum¬
stances, and agaltst tbe position taken by the presiding
oncer. He-rmelned indexible la that potion, asd as
so <n as tbe tellers hal sigaed a certificate of the soont,
the Senate retired from the Uocss ball, and boU
bod es wrangled for tbe remainder or ths day ever the
various krottj pciets.luvolTed, without *etttlog anjtblig.
Senator Toouihs Is represeoted ss having eapresied hU
lnt*ntton to dlipute ths oonstltuttonallty of tbe proceed¬
ing of oountlng the votes of tbe several States, onlttng
that of Georgia, on the ground that all tho + au« muet
participate, and that an eloctloo wbeteta all do not p^-
tic |pate l* null and void Absurd and unteuaile at tb*

propoe<tl»o i«, It li not at all improbable that tlr. T 'ombl

may attempt to propound and support It
It wruld rtgul*riy devolve ou Vice P?«*ld*nt Breiktn

ridge to preeide over tbe cenventlou of the two hooves,
on the seeond Widneeday In Febrtiaty but o« log to bU

bavlrg bttn himself oie of the Presldenttal oaJdl-
daws, he will probably feel that It would tr "r->
, er for htm to preside, and the Secaf w! <

elect a Prevldtet r« rbe 'c4">" .'*Ut **'
but wo hope will not be, made with a viow »i glvts; ef

feet to Uie objection In tho matter o' tie a * . »

food can come of prewtog sooh an o».j»tstlon. Tbe form
lo which the result of the oount will be aaJ<>uaoeJ wlli

ii follows .
Aftei1 deciarleg the nnmber of votes givse f«t tie tour

^,^T?tr^ofT^l.^vln,U^,r^eJontr^r cr'v^s ror Frcl^nt, that oimber^ being
ft of whole Btuabtr of K» .

.M^ dulr elated Pr-sldect of ths Celi««
for tha term a^rscribed by the conantutun.!- on tbe 4 h of Marrh 1«S1 He als. dejIa'M
tt-at Hannibal Ham Me, of lb* mate of *«»«.. "»»>.« lh*
1 re*test number of voU> for V ioe Pr^ld.wt, and UatJua. *t being a majority o' the wbofe numb-irof elwto^s,bi.* been duly elected V,<w PrwUsnt o* th* Lnltod fl es
lor tbe Urn prtenrlbed by l* ewcstltctioa, to ce«u««wcs
on the 4Ui day of March, ItU

ArrvornuTioN ihlui
Th*re ere a great May rery tmp<n*m cobble a «nfl

lug action oo the pert of Oaagraat; hut with tbe onr
.baJowlog MBitortaece of lb 11 »Mom.b~ moreami there
li not the faint at p'oap«t o* acytblog mo bsiog atira J*f
to ex;ept it be tbe ywn» of tbe rrgi'%r *n ,<mI
appropriation blltl. It woild cot h« **rprbi
log If (TM UM were negleoted, either fr.«aa
d("i»n or otherwise Oae part/ ai'ghl Iat«*e»*e
obr»»rlf« !b tbe way of thr rvMgi of tbe ap iroprMeioa
blUa for tba porp.ee of eml>arr«eetng tba litMtUf
a**iBln'«tratt«r and erea tba repqblloeM the. »l ¦

.alght OBanlfeet so li I'aiMittlon to p-saa their >r
ibe take of glrtag Mr Llaeota aa eaci.ee, ovtelde orm»
.Ion tioabUa, fx convening Cjogr<ee la extra eaeiao lb
would be, ther*f'r», by oo taeaaa . irp'elug If, na thr>
4th of Much Dfxt, atretiJof t>j : regutr *.<auai ap,M»
pr'.atior tin rrmtmed ooented na. We bare rarf littk-
enaSdrvce la tie p»tty p»liticiena who make r the per
$rmmr> of botb booeee Tbe appropriate* Mfla are for
tbe foliowtng por|««c< .
For tbe avpport of tbe Army.
Kor i be aepjiort of U»< Viry
Kor the rnpport of the H et « dv-e Departwot
F r the »cpp"Tt o' use dll'tery tea rot
Kw tbe leg itlattre, nmtire and /-nielli of

tbe gcrrcmetit.
r>r tlM r saolar an l <lip:r>raatle rtpt aire
For the ripeitoea of the laataa (lepartmot aa1 teMM

tr«at>' tttpnlattnM with ttr la>*laoa
T< r tbe pejitrrt of li»ealll n.l othrr p*aay»i(
Frr 'untry nnl e»p. e»><e of U»' gerernat*M
l or 'ortifl *tln» aod otbtr wi -k* uf I
For lb" mtiLteoeeoa of light h jeee, A)
It woaM require at lr*»t a month to bare theee rarteoa

biHa erterf oo iDtelUgeatly Ttoe-« la re r MtUe p»i ma
o< ai' mab length of tine be.i.g apared tram eicuta*
poiltM*' 'iie-ur tooa.

TBR TABIFF
Tbe iteeaailoa of tbe tariff qaaatlea aod *. arraaga-

Brat ( I aaw raUa of euaftaa oojapled »ora tttar <a tba
Hon*, oi ReprraeaUtlree laM aeaitoa It wee a I'reM
det.Ha! lacaatuc, r.ltboagt the carlo» apeotat.n «ae pea-
.eatcJ of lt« beirg a.aaMed aoi oppoael by bla polltenal
frier dt, aad advrc*M><; »ld i.-pporttd fy bit p>Utlnat
earmlra The rvte opna lie ptarage ta the Warm, take*
oa the 11.b of May, ehoard lot a»«i to 6t aoea.

It *u dttcnmd to a Ii«ite4 extent la th« inaata.
aad ca the liib el Jim it* further c jaaider \t)oa wee

poatpoeed to tbe *e>~.ad Rooda* \ ~jrctr.hr t, "»| a »e»*
of twenty Are to t» aty three Ttetr Ve »u »M«r»*rtH
no tbe .OtU, i*ooniM«rad by «rott of tbiHg three t-«

.ereeteMj bat aa the area loa lM<ed for mi7 Bra <>;»
lorgtr, aad there «« a (rat. pr-w of mimi, aw

farlbir act'ou <r*a tUwn It ka n t aew aAt«teial outer
for tbe 10th of Orermhrr ac-< It ta oot rery I Heir Miat

U» qu*lk>a uf tba U< Y wU. reroire v.j c*a >vderMtVo«
at all

TTtt MliaN*
?be *el*ot cow mlltea af ttftoea epjxuated by ' «e » iiee j

deroteil a Krge part of tbe U#i eeaiwa to . r>rt« >.

.aetvte * >*a. 'f* iUiU-^Kd bir, *hwl talfft, II e-» -«tla

f «ctory to ail awtjoae nod rteeeate. at team %**¦. «

tai> "Mit> of tKAb houite la lie taeor ta Ottt, fcowerer,
they were tot iWHui left A. Mr Outn. t^ea. cbairmei J
el |.o atUrl. u>» n.ltia^, M rrport a t iWe oip.a e«4 »

a»>i *nppe.»td It »« * '*MM e » ;« ha ' >:nl i' if

f4N*>'»H atkf M»e MfnKMttT nt» \u ' i w


